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Within the framework of CAFA initiative, and in order to expand the work of the network so that 

to reach out to a wider number of local civil society actors in the different Tunisian regions, CAFA 

second consultative meeting was held in January 28, 2017, in Matmata, Gabes, in the presence 

of representatives of the following organizations and associations: 

- Tunisian Center for Global Security  

- The Applied Social Science Forum 

- Sawaseya 

- Search for Common Ground 

- The National Youth Observatory 

- The Institute of National Defense Alumni 

- League of Women Mathematicians 

- Tunisian center of local democracy 

- Friends of Oudref Association 

- Al-Arabi Al Jadid 

- National Authority for Combating Terrorism 

- Dignity for the Tunisian Prisoner Association  

- Justice Observation Network (ROJ) 

- The Tunisian Human Rights League (LTDH)-Sfax  

- Sawt Hawaa Association 

- Search for Common Ground - Sidi Bouzid 

- Intelligent Solutions Association 

- Civil pole for Development and Human Rights- Médenine 

- Citizenship and human rights in Ben Guerdane 



- Karama and work association 

- Tunisian Scouts 

- Sustainable Development Association and International Cooperation 

- Fikraa Association 

- Network associations in the south 

- Youth and Reconstruction Association 

- Association of Unemployed Graduates 

- Association of School Education Development 

- Enthusiasm Association for Women and Family 

- The teacher’s home association 

 - Gabes University 

 - Touneseyyat Association 

- Mediterranean Association-Gabes 

- Development Observatory Association-Gabes 

- Rights and citizenship Association 

- JCI – Ghomrassen 

- Euro-Maghrebi Association for Democratic Dialogue 

- Initiative and Independence Association 

- Djerba for Solidarity and Development 

- Association for Sustainable Development and cooperation - Zarzis 

With the participation of a group of researchers in the field of Sociology and Science of 

Education and Psychology. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Opening speech 

Pr. Abdelwahab Ben Hafaiedh, President of the Applied Social Science, opened the meeting and 

welcomed the guests. 

At the beginning of his speech, Mr. Hafaiedh has given a glimpse into the first founding meeting, 

which was held in Tunis in October 28, 2016. He said that the primary purpose of this regional 

meeting is to expand the circle of participation, in order to decentralize civil work and 

incorporate actors and activists, who have expressed willingness to engage in this transitional 

phase, to actively participate in this initiative. He highlighted that this network was initiated by a 

group of activists, in response to a new wave of associative work in the Tunisian society, which is 

preventive action. In addition, in an attempt to overcome the lack of coordination between 

actors, where no one knows what the other is doing, a question came to the fore, what could be 

the role of civil society in this context?  The gray box is filled by those who work in the field of 

counter terrorism, such as security forces and the judiciary, and there is community work. How 

does the network operate? How should this coalition work? The answers to these two questions 

will manifest in the outcomes of this meeting. 

After the opening speech, there was a presentation of a documentary on “The role of civil 

society activists in the fight against violent extremism.” This documentary is the production of 

the Applied Social Science Forum, which displayed some live testimonies and perceptions of civil 

society actors for the role of this network. 

Three-sessions are scheduled as follows: 

The first morning session: priorities for action in the field of prevention and renunciation of 

radicalization, chaired by Ms. Rabiaa Bouabda, Researcher in education science and Psychology, 

representative of Friends of Oudref Association. The speakers of this session are listed as follows: 

1- Mr. Ameur Mokhtar, the National Instance for the Fight against Violent Extremism 

He gave an idea about the national strategy to combat violent extremism and terrorism, which 

came in response to the security situation that Tunisia has been witnessing since the outbreak of 



the September events in 2001, and with the spread of geopolitical crises in the region Tunisia has 

become a fertile ground for terror groups. 

Within this context, some terrorist attacks that occurred in Tunisia in 1995 at border posts and in 

Sliman have been brought to the surface. With the outbreak of the 2011 revolution, terrorist 

events in Tunisia have abounded, thus targeting security forces, the military and political figures. 

The approach to the fight against terrorism was a radical approach and does not have a 

comprehensive vision.  

We are persuaded that there is an urgent need to join efforts and visions. This vision has been 

advanced by the National Security Council in 2015, which is about formulating a national strategy 

to combat extremism and terrorism in two stages. The first stage is to assign a multi-disciplinary 

group the task to formulate strategy draft, and then in the second phase, deliver the strategy to 

the National Instance for the Fight against Terrorism, which has been founded by decree law N° 

26. This Instance operates with respect for human rights and the Constitution and the rule of 

law. It seeks to adopt a comprehensive methodology and establish cooperation between the 

actors at the national and international levels based on four pillars: prevention, deterrence, 

tracking, and protection. 

2 - Mr. Mokhtar Ben Nasser, Tunisian Center for Global Security  

 

The speaker defined radicalism, sectarianism and political factions they belong to and represent. 

He said it is closed thinking based on the rejection of belief. He also considered that the reasons 

for the spread of the phenomenon is caused by the sense of destruction, marginalization and 

living the role of the victim and the lack of recognition, which leads to a break with democracy 

and rejection of authority, state, and society. 

This makes this category fragile and able to adopt ready thought, which is offered to them as an 

attractive display gives them more legal value as part of a jihadist extremist speech on life issues 

and existential, which hits the beginning of the relationship with the family and social 

environment, and uproots the youth from his environment, and compensates parental authority 



by the authority of the group, and cut with friends and relatives, and the knowledge and the 

power to compensate for the “mediator Sheikh”, and thus give an alternative identity. Then, at 

an advanced stage, the young person moves from radicalization to an intellectual behavior to a 

Jihadist political action and intellectual physical and political appearance. Mr. Ben Nasser 

presented the stages of Jihadists’ preaching activities, their spread in Tunisia and their attempt 

to weaken the State institutions.  

He considers that extremism thrives and grows from accelerated social and societal 

transformations, and marginalization of institutions that represent the integration in the society, 

such as the military, the school, the role of youth and youth policies, highlighting the rise of 

unemployment rates, particularly among university graduates and its role in their recruitment. 

While asked about and how to combat extremism, he gave a strategy that is based on the level 

of mental, cognitive, emotional, affective and behavioral levels. 

3- Mr. Mohamed Guermassi,  Tunisian Scouts: 

He presented the educational approach of the Scout Movement, which is based on the pursuit of 

comprehensive and integrated development of the personality of the young person in order to 

achieve balance and shy away from delinquency. 

The project for anti-terrorism and promotion of tolerance and resistance to extremism aims at 

the immunization and incorporation of youth associations, through holding meetings, which 

proved that the transformation and recruitment of youth concerns those who do not have any 

cultural or sports activities. The target of this idea is to enable young people from participation in 

their local communities, and with their peers, by communicating with 10,000 young men and a 

young woman in partnership with local and regional authorities. 

4- Mr. Bouraoui Ouni,  Search for Common Ground Foundation: 

He introduced SCGF and presented its experience in the fight against violent extremism. He said 

that violent extremism goes against the grain of common ground. Terrorism pushes a civilized 

society to the corner to keep it out of the common sphere, and this leads to extremism and 



isolation and rejection of all that is contrary and the belief that self-opinion and personal view is 

more correct. 

The goal of the foundation at this level is to manage conflicts, which in turn leads to more 

participatory and comprehensive cooperation to support social immunity, especially in at the 

community level. The foundation does this  through  its several projects, which are based on 

dialogue in areas that have a common ground such as religion, women / family, youth , culture ... 

in a participatory work and coordination  with existing authorities to complete projects that 

support mechanisms for dialogue to focus on young leaders and projects on  prevention from  

violent extremism inside prisons. 

5- Mr. Walid Be Omrane,  Tunisian Center for Local Democracy 

At the beginning of his speech, he presented the concept of radical and violent extremism within 

an academic context, and pointed to their association with globalization and its acceleration of 

ideas and the role of technological mechanisms in the publishing and the polarization and the 

spread of political Islam. He gave the example of YouTube's role in the dissemination of 

promotional videos, and professional use of this network. He refuted in the same vein the link 

between thought, extremism, violence, and saying that the most important step to formulate a 

successful strategy to fight extremism and radicalism is by understanding the complexity in the 

relationship between thought and extremism... 

He has analyzed the effect of the demographic transition in the country and the shift from 

extended family to the nuclear family and its role in the dissemination of the dialogue within the 

family, while state institutions are still the functioning as on the sixties, which does not develop 

into a modernist pattern that has been adopted by the community. He considers that extremism 

in the family, in turn, leads to extremism in the community. He advanced examples of some of 

the daily practices, which he considers radical. At the end of his speech, he stressed the 

importance of the work according to a proactive approach, which justifies the need to work with 

sociologists to explain the phenomenon. 

 



Discussion 

Mr. Abdelwahab Ben Hafaiedh wondered about priorities for prevention and follow-up in the 

Scout Movement, which deals with framing activities. ---- Mr. Mohammed Guermassi said that 

the Scout Movement focus mainly on preventative action, which grants the individual the 

knowledge to achieve the necessary balance that keep them away from violent extremism and 

the ebb and flow of ideas. The Scout Movement seeks to reach out to people who stand outside 

the circle of collaborators and tries to push them towards dialogue. Follow-up exists among 

those involved in these activities, while poor and rural areas are less likely to benefit from. 

The perception of the National Committee for the application of preventive aspect of the 

national strategy to combat terrorism lies in the direct relationship to the work with the national 

community and the deployment of community immunity, and the evolution of the application of 

this strategy. 

He pondered on how we can think of civil society cooperation with state institutions in the 

current situation, and inquired if we shall wait. Thus approving of the opinion of Mr. Walid 

Omrane on the use of modern means of communication in the recruitment of youth. 

Aida Dali: She asked Amer Mokhtar, National Authority for Combating Terrorism, about whether 

he ignored to mention some terrorist incidents that have occurred, and whether these incidents 

were excluded, or they were overlooked. 

She also wondered if the national strategy has been successful or not, especially that this 

strategy is applied by security officials, who were subject to oppression and terrorism.  She 

questioned why people are talking about religious and Islamic extremism without reference to 

other forms of extremism and terrorism. At the end, she asked about the reason for the spread 

of the phenomenon of terrorism and violent extremism in some governorates than others. 

The Mediterranean Association for Development of Gabes – they said the term jihadist political 

Islam does not exist. For them, there is only political Islam unleashed by Taher Ben Achour, and 

Jamal Al-Afghani and many other intellectuals. There is a need for separation between 



extremism and Islamic society and move away from adopting Western concepts and imposing 

them on the Muslim community. 

Chedli ElBorni 

He commented on the speech of Mr. Amer Mokhtar and wondered whether coup operations are 

considered terrorist acts or not? He questioned about the ideological thought, for example, 

among students, and whether it develops to violent extremism, and the role of culture, the role 

of the Carthage Film Festival, for instance. 

Walid Ben Omrane  

Family composition and role of tribalism in renouncing violent extremism? 

Could the composition of the Tunisian state help on creating partnership with the civil society or 

not? 

Mabrouk Hamdi – Teachers’ Home  

The causes that lead to outbreaks of violence: How can the post-revolution period fight the 

spread of violence and extremism? 

Wahid Barhoumi- Smart Solutions Association: 

The role of the spread of cultural activities among children in the fight against extremism. 

Elyes Abdeladhim– “Nakhoua” Association for Women and Family 

He pondered on the relationship of institutions with the family. Are there clear mechanisms that 

CAFA will employ? Will there be training sessions to handle relations between the civil society 

and the family. 

Mohyeddine Barouni commented on Walid Ben Omrane’s speech and he linked extremism to the 

composition of the Tunisian family. The absence of the “man”, the father, in the family and lack 

of supervision, despite the efforts exerted by the mother. This withdrawal and violence that may 

emerge in the debate between the members of the family may affect the child and will push 



them towards embracing extremism. He also wondered about whether there is existence of a 

relationship between high divorce rates and violent extremism. 

Mokhtar Ben Nasr: He said that there are short-term and long-term two types of prevention:  

• Civil society cooperation with the institutions. This cooperation is difficult because the state 

does not listen to people, despite attempts by civil society. 

• The father withdrawal is due to the spread of modern means of communication and 

preoccupation of the Father and the isolation of the Tunisian family. Children shut in their rooms 

busy using their Internet connection, with absence of mother tenderness, marginalization in the 

street... these are easy preys to being recruited as terrorists. 

• stick the terrorism label to political Islam. Mr. Ben Naser did not use this concept – There is no 

relationship between Islam and extremism but these are labels launched by the West in 

response to the need to find an enemy must remain present to justify military expenses.... 

The role of freedom and democracy in emerging and highlighting some of the practices and 

activities of some groups. 

The second morning session chaired by Mr. Hafedh Abderrahim (University of Gabes)  

Mr. Abderrahim highly appreciated CAFA initiatives and its rigorousness. 

Speakers: 

Mr. Slaheddine ElJourchi: Al-Arabi Aljadid Newspaper 

Extremism- before it develops into confrontation, organization, hierarchy, military plans and 

terrorist operations- is a mechanism of thinking that starts from within the vision of the self, the 

world and religion. This vision and mechanism of thinking begin to move the people from the 

theoretical field to the field of application and practical implementation, which allows all that is 

forbidden, haram, excluded, and possible. It justifies the state of estrangement, murder, etc... 

Focus on thought, and what happens during the quiet transition, and the safe withdrawal from 

public life, which reflects a comprehensive intellectual transition. 



He stressed the role of mother in supervising over the family. 

The inability to understand the phenomenon before resisting it, which is considered more than a 

crime due to its rapid spread and hegemony; Expansion of the social base and the diversity of 

the participants from the social, cultural and educational backgrounds. There is a collective belief 

that this phenomenon cannot be dealt with in a purely security-oriented manner. The religious 

dimension should not be underestimated in analyzing the phenomenon. The religious dimension 

makes a significant difference by understanding and interpreting the text. 

Two levels of relationship status with these groups: 

1 - before getting involved, and  before reaching the final structure, at this stage we need the 

educator, psychologist, specialist in political science, historian, ... All the energies available to 

intervene in a timely manner according to the scenarios we  should think, prepare , and this will 

lead to tangible results leads to the result 

2 - In the confrontation we need all the components of civil society, but we should preserve its 

privacy 

He summarized that the forces of civil society have a major role, but there is no clear strategy, 

no ideas, no proposals, and no collective strategic awareness, including those in power. 

Mr. Fayçal Dchicha, Association for Sustainable Development and International Cooperation, 

Zarzis. 

His speech was divided into two parts: 

1. He introduced the experience of the Pasc in the governorates of Mednine and Tataouine. The idea is 

to create a research and thinking unit composed of representatives of civil society in the two 

governorates, working on axes related to resisting extremism and radicalism; search for points of 

convergence.  the work was based on a vision of 3 points: Establishing a ground of peaceful coexistence 

that renounces violence and extremism 2- A civil society that does, proposes and foresees the future. 3. 

The Tunisian society devotes human rights and renounces violence, hatred and extremism. 

Four working groups: The first group: Definition of the phenomenon of terrorism. Is it a special 

phenomenon or a global one? Is it a product of consciousness or social crisis? 

 

 



Methodological aspect 

Mr. Mohammed Jouili: Director of the National Youth Observatory 

Afternoon Session on “Mechanisms and Work Plans” chaired by Mr. Chokri Fidha   

Working in workshops on the following axes: 

1- Knowledge: Developing mechanisms to understand the phenomenon 

2. Prevention: Development of preventive mechanisms 

3. Follow-up: development of monitoring and follow-up mechanisms 

The outputs of these workshops are listed as follows: 

1. Follow-up and monitoring group 

- Registration of fieldwork visits through the selection of elites, people and resources (involving 

families - experts – religious clerics - dignitaries ...) 

- The establishment of a National Counter-Terrorism follow-up and implementation unit  ... 

(Observatory - Follow-up Group ...) 

- Use the legal weight of the network to achieve mediation with the public authorities and the 

private sector to create job opportunities. 

- Conduct meetings with the mother of the martyr or mother of the “extremist" 

- Create a YouTube Channel - Dynamic Interaction Web, Facebook - Booklets - Magazines 

- Database 

2- Prevention group: 

Partners Indicators ready to be 
tested 

activity Expected objectives 

Family Associations  
Youth associations 
Information 
associations 

Edugames 
Social Games 
Game Controls 
Social Network 
Monitoring 
Limit time by: pc, pho 
Blocking unwanted 
content 

Serious games 
development of a 
Preventive electronic 
system for parents 

Development of 
technical prevention 
tools 



Mediation 
associations  
Social associations 
against violence 

Free  Green line 
dedicated to receive 
complaints or request 
for extension 

 
 

Green line 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Psychological 
accompaniment to 
the victims – falls 
within protection 
paradigm and is 
replaced by: 
The people under 
threat and their 
families (the program 
of accompaniment 
falls within the 
previous objective) 

Expert social analysts 
 

Start with a testing 
experience to be 
evaluated at a later 
stage 

Follow-up cell Extension work in 
prisons 

Educators with prior 
training with  

Childhood 
organizations 

Community 
organizations 

Start with a testing 
experience to be 

evaluated at a later 
stage 

Monitoring and 
follow-up cells 

Extension Work in 
schools 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


