
Tunisians keep their eyes on the political crisis… 

 

• Latest opinion survey was conducted by the Arab Democracy Barometer and entitled Tunisians keep 

their eyes on the political crisis. 

• Survey taken during the period between October 9 and November 15, 2013. 

• Sample size: 1205 respondents aged over 18 were contacted in person. The sample was designed on 

the basis of the overall distribution of the population that is provided by the National Institute of 

Statistics according to quota sampling, and variables of age, gender, education, and urban, non-urban 

and semi-urban areas (outskirts). 

• A margin of error of 3%. 

 

 

As part of a series of surveys that were carried out by the Applied Social Sciences Forum, and 

within the framework of the Arab Democracy Barometer program, a seasonal survey (winter 

2013) of political trust and voting intentions had been carried out in its ninth wavelength. A 

team of 29 researchers and surveyors in the entire governorates conducted a face-to-face 

survey in the period between November 9 and 15, 2013. The sample included 1205 

respondents, all of different ages and geographic, professional and educational backgrounds. 

The survey included questions related to Tunisians’ stances on the living conditions, 

institutions, political crisis, and national dialogue. 

Stances on the Political Crisis and the National Dialogue 

Changes in standard of living: the survey’s main focus was the economic crisis and the 

Tunisians’ responses and expectations on it. And unlike the surveys’ attitudes towards the 

evolution of consumption rates, the judgment on the improvement or decline of the standard 

of living reflects the respondents’ perceptions of what is “acceptable “ or “unacceptable”  in 

terms of living conditions and expectations.  

In response to the question about whether the standard of living has improved after the 

revolution of 2011, or whether that was the best level that has been achieved than it was 

before the revolution, 89 percent of respondents replied that the living conditions were no 

better than before. As for the change of the levels of freedoms, the answer was almost 

different, 70 percent of the respondents viewed that the level of freedoms have improved 



compared to 30 percent who see that this level has not enhanced. In general, it is clear that 

while choosing among the options of “improvement of living” and “freedoms”, a significant 

number of respondents believed that the achievement of the objectives of the revolution relies 

mainly on the expected improvement in both levels in an integrated manner, and that the 

continuation of the decline in the standard of living, even with the improvement of the level of 

freedoms, could perhaps threaten the social stability permanently. 

As regards the variables that explain each of the viewpoints, it was observed during this wave 

that the highest the educational level of the respondents the largest is their trust in the 

improvement of the level of freedoms (81 percent said it has improved, as compared to 60 

percent of primary school learners), and the lesser are their convictions on the worsening 

living conditions as compared to the primary or illiterate peoples (85 percent versus 95 

percent). With regard to the age variable, and on the contrary to the expected, the percentage 

of young people aged 18-35 who stated that “living conditions after the revolution have 

improved” account for 47 percent unlike the older age groups (35 years and above) who do 

often highlight the negative image of the decline of the situation. And as far as the gender 

variable is concerned, it seems that 93 percent of women tend to be more pessimistic about 

the living conditions than men for reasons that may have to do with daily shopping and 

household budget management.  

National Dialogue and crisis solution: As for the national dialogue, 77 percent of the 

respondents believed they trust the dialogue (distributed among 41 percent of strong trust 

level and 36 percent of medium trust level) with a significant increase in the proportions of 

lack of trust in the higher education survey respondents (who represent 47 percent of the 

sample). As regards its mechanisms and roles’ distribution , a large majority ( 68 percent) 

considered that the dialogue should include all parties and that it should not be limited to talks 

or to bilateral negotiations  between Ennahda and Nidaa Tounes ( only 32 percent ) . As in the 

case of the long-delayed dialogue, and in response to the question, in the case of failure of the 

dialogue which initiative you deem appropriate? The majority of respondents (62 percent) 

thought that the General Union of Tunisian Workers should abandon its initiative. On the 

contrary, 38 percent of respondents see that the Central Trade Union should put all kinds of 

pressure. At the level of the age variable, it seems that the youth category (18-35 years) is the 

least confident in the dialogue evolution, and only 34 percent of them support the call for sit-

ins in case of failure of the dialogue which reflects the concerns of the most vital youth 

segment and their permanent principle that is taking the protest to the streets. With regard to 



the gender variable, the majority of women (62 percent) expressed their trust in the results of 

this dialogue even though they are not familiar with the facts and details. 

Management of the crisis and the resignation of the government: As to the economic 

crisis, and in response to the question: Who is causing the aggravation of the economic crisis? 

A large segment (37 percent) of the sample considered that the strikes and sit-ins are causing 

the decline of the situation, while 30 percent of them believed that the inefficiency of the 

government is the reason for that, while 29 percent saw that the general political situation is 

the main reason behind the decline. The interesting thing is the link between the global 

economic crisis and between its local manifestations which matters only 4 percent of the 

respondents including those who have a university-level education despite their thorough 

knowledge of the global economic crisis. On the contrary, we note that each time the 

educational level of the respondents is low, we notice that they maintained that the crisis is 

caused by strikes (40.60 percent of the respondents have primary, preparatory education, or 

they are dropouts). Concerning the resignation of the government, 75.80 percent of 

respondents said that the government should resign according to the road map, as opposed to 

24.20 percent of those who do not want it to resign. Asked whether they favored dissolving 

the National Constituent Assembly (NCA), 52 percent of respondents supported the measure 

after the ratification of the Constitution, as opposed to 48 percent who are for keeping the 

NCA until the upcoming election.  

Presidencies and Opposition  

Trust in the three presidencies: 46 percent of respondents believe that they have trust in the 

president of the National Constituent Assembly (distributed among 36 percent of middle trust 

and 10 percent of strong trust); while the majority (54 percent) viewed that they have no trust 

in him. Trust on the President of the Assembly weakens sharply in the category that has 

university level of education. Trust settles down in the average level of education, and it 

declines again in the illiterate category and it increases relatively among females than males 

who are two points behind. As for trust in the prime minister 40 percent of respondents 

believed that they have trust in him distributed among 22 percent of strong level of trust and 

18 percent of the medium level of trust as compared to a majority of 60 percent who do not 

see that they have trust in him are from different educational levels, especially in the illiterate 

and low education category. Finally, with regard to the President of the Republic, 38 percent 

of respondents express the existence of general trust (between 14 percent strong trust and 24 



percent medium trust), the majority of respondents (62 percent) do not have any faith in the 

president. 

Evaluation of the Opposition: 15 percent of the respondents believed that the opposition is 

right in all its action and that it is doing its job. The majority (59 percent) thought there is a 

kind of exaggeration in play. According to the education variable we can record a very 

important development that is 67 percent of those who have a university level confirmed that 

the opposition is exaggerating its protest role. The percentage has  its social and psychological 

significance as it represents  a large segment of the educated elite who has been  very recently 

supporting the opposition parties as recorded during the summer according to the results of 

the eighth wave ( July 2013 ) . As far as the age variable is concerned, the majority of the age 

group (18-35 years) found that the stances of the Opposition are reasonable but exaggerated.  

The age group (36 years and above) held the idea that the pressure on the government is 

required. 

Trust in the institutions 

Sovereign ministries and independent judiciary: Regarding the levels of trust in the top 

sovereign ministries (defense and interior), 89 percent of respondents highlighted the 

favorable image of the military as compared to a lower level of trust in the security institution 

(81 percent) and ranging from strong trust and medium trust with a significant decline in trust 

in the category of people with a university education level and its presence among groups 

with lower educational level. As regards to the independence of the judiciary, it ranges from 

43 percent of luck of trust to 20 percent of strong level of trust ,and 37 percent of the medium 

level of trust, for a total of 57 percent of the total trust (between strong and medium) in the 

independence of this third power. With regard to the gender variable, 60 percent of Tunisian 

women look more confident in the judiciary and its independence than men.  

Municipal services and local authorities: the level of trust in them reaches 45 percent (15 

percent strong trust level) and 30 percent (medium trust level), while 55 percent level of trust 

seems weak and zero-sized. The lack of trust is structured particularly among groups with 

university-level education (63.5 percent) and declines in the category of people of minimum 

level of education. The decline in levels of trust in governors and delegates reaches 63 percent 

as compared to 10 percent of the strong level of trust and 27 of medium level of trust. 

 



Upcoming Benefits  

The upcoming election: most respondents felt that the election should take place as soon as 

possible, 68 percent believed that it is necessary that the election takes place before the lapse 

of six months. In contrast, others (13 percent) argued that it could wait for a year or even two 

years (6 percent), while 13 percent of respondents emphasized that the election will not take 

place and will not be achieved. 

Legislative election: the ninth wave results prove that 45 percent of respondents do not know 

whom to vote for until today. The election intentions are distributed as follows: 22.93 percent 

will vote for the benefit of Ennahda, 18.91 percent for Nidaa Tounes, 4.66 percent for the 

Popular Front, 2.85 for tayar Al Mahabba , 1.68 for the benefit of the Congress for the 

Republic, 1 percent for the Republican party, and 1 percent for the benefit of Ettakatol . What 

is remarkable, and compared to July 2013, is the retrieval of Ennahda and Nidaa Touness of 

some of the points, which not only reduces the relative increase in the difference between the 

two parties (4 points almost in progress for the first). So we can point to the convergence of 

features of the electoral potential between the two parties (who should vote for whom?), 

Where we find the various age and educational levels as well as territorial rooting, which 

applies the lowest score on the rest of the parties, except Tayar ALMahaba that lacks the 

intention votes among people with university -level of education. As evident is the growing 

proportion of the category that does not know whom they would vote for, it is important to 

note that this category is made up, and depending on the education variable, of groups with 

low educational level, while seemingly the category of people with a university education 

level are most aware of the available voting options. 

With the implementation of the age variable, it is clear that the category of 18-35 years 

account for nearly 20 percent of those who do not know whom to vote for. In contrast, 13 per 

cent of this group intends to vote in favor of Ennahda and 9 percent for Nidaa Tounes with the 

presence of parallel voting intentions between the Popular Front and TayarAl Mahaba is 

equivalent to 1.6 percent for each party. 

Presidential election: the candidate of Nida Touness Mr. Beji Kaid Essebsi was premier and 

succeeded over his competitor Mr. Hamadi Jebali during the first electoral cycle (28 versus 17 

percent). The decline in intention vote for Mr. Hamma Hammami with two points and the 

clear emergence of the Tayar Almahaba leader Mr. Hashemi Hamidi after a lack of presence 

in the previous waves is also noted during this survey. This return emerged specifically in 



some areas where there is an emphasis on the regional character of votes (Sidi Bouzid, 

Kairouan, and the province of Greater Tunis). With regard to the sociological aspects of the  

voters It is also noted that  to contrary to what is generally believed, the people with 

university educational level share the voting intentions here and there ( 50 percent among all 

of Nida Tounes and Annahda) , it is clear that the most popular categories with lower level of 

education now more obviously supports the candidate of Nidaa Tounes , unlike Ennahda 

candidate ( 63 percent versus 37 percent ), who gains voting intentions among the groups with 

high and average educational level (57 percent versus 43 percent). This young age group ( 18-

35 years ) also looks impressive in some binaries , as it became clear also that the possible 

candidacy of the leader of the Republican Party , Mr. Ahmed Najib Chebbi in front of the 

leader of the Popular Front and the leader of Al Mahabba Party may give him precedence 

among these groups with university level education , which is a shift within the additional 

results of this ninth wave and a  relatively different feature from the results of the eighth wave 

that was issued in summer 2013. 
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 Survey Presentation

 Context and Objectives

• A team  of the Applied Social Sciences Forum have achieved an opinion poll entitled « Barometer of 

Confidence in Tunisian Society » 

• This survey aims to measure the dimensions of the political confidence in Tunisian society

• Completion period: From 09 to 15 November 2013

• A sample of 1200 citizens represent the Republic of Tunisia, population aged over 18 years old

• A face to face survey, it was completed with respondents via a network composed of 24 investigation 
agents

• It has adopted the « Quota » method according to several variables ( Gender, Age, Education Level) based 
on the SNI’s population census 2004.

3



Results of the ninth wave



 When was the best freedoms?

 Conditions before and after the 
revolution

 When living standard was better ?
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Before
89%

After
11%

Before
30%

After
70%



 Dialogue must be between

 The national dialogue

 Level of confidence regarding the national 
dialogue

6

Strong
23%

Medium
36%

Low
41%

UGTT & All 
political parties

68%

Nahdha & Nida 
Tounes

32%



 In the case of failure of the Union initiative for national dialogue, what is the alternative ?
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UGTT should come 
down to the street and 

calls for strikes
38%

UGTT should abandon his 
initiative and leave the 

negotiations
62%

 The national dialogue



 Political society

 Confidence in the President of the ANC  Confidence in the head of government
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Strong
10%

Medium
36%

Low
54%

Strong
22%

Medium
18%

Low
60%



 Political society

 Confidence in the President of the Republic

9

Strong
14%

Medium
24%

Low
62%



 Position toward the crisis

 the deterioration of the economic
situation is caused by :

 When elections should take place?
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The global 
economy

4%

Strikes and 
sit-ins
37%

Incompetence 
of government

30%

The general 
political situation

29%
Before 6 
months

68%

Before 1 year
13%

Before 2 
years…

Will never 
take place

13%



 Position toward the crisis

 Evaluation of the opposition’s role
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Has right in 
everything

15%

Playing its role
26%Playing an 

exaggerated role
59%



 Do you think that the government should 
resign?

 The government have to resign before or 
after the ratification of the Constitution?
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75,80%

24,20%

0,00%
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70,00%

80,00%

Yes No

Before
64%

After
36%

 Position toward the crisis



 The Constituent Assembly resign
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After the 
ratification of 

the Constitution
52%

After the next 
election

48%

 Position toward the crisis



 Institutions

 Confidence in the Ministry of the Interior  Confidence in Army
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Strong
52%

Medium
29%

Low
19%

Strong
89%

Medium
8%

Low
3%



 Institutions

 Confidence in the municipal services  Confidence in the Governors
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Strong
15%

Medium
30%

Low
55%

Strong
10%

Medium
27%

Low
63%



 Institutions 

 Confidence in the media  Confidence in the independence of justice
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Strong
25%

Medium
38%

Low
37%

Strong
20%

Medium
37%

Low
43%



 Elections

 Have you voted in the last election?

17

Yes
61%

No
39%



 Elections

 For whom will you vote if the elections would be repeated?
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1%
2%

23%

3%

46%

5%

1%

19%
FTDL

CPR

Nahdha

Tayar
Almahaba
Indecided

Popular
Front



 Elections

 For whom you have voted?

19

2,04%

2,38%

7,14%

9,35%

11,22%

59,69%
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 Elections

 For whom will you vote if the elections would be repeated?

20

1%

1%

1,68%

2,85%

4,66%

18,91%

22,93%

45,60%
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* without counting abstentions 



 Elections

 Have you voted in the last election?

21

25,71%

28,57%

24,00%

24,50%

25,00%

25,50%

26,00%

26,50%

27,00%

27,50%

28,00%

28,50%

29,00%

Rescue Front Parties Parties adhering to legitimacy



 Elections

 Who would you choose to be president in the first round?
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1,96%
3,20%

4,45%
5,34% 5,34%

7,12%

11,03%

16,90%

27,94%
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Elections
 Who would you choose to be  president in the second round with the following duels?
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54,80% 56,00%

47,90%
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45,20% 44,00%
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 Results of the comparison between the nine waves

Confidence in the President of the NCA
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19%

33%

40%

43%

52%

54%

54%
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44%

39%
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33%
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Confidence in the head of government 
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Confidence in the President of the Republic 
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13%
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